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their creed, and better than their ritual could make
them.

The Vishnu Purana gives the following particulars
respecting the daily worship of the Brahmans. In the
morning it is his duty to make an oblation of water
for the benefit of his ancestors and relations in any
former birth who may be in hell. The prayer is as
follows: " May the gods, demons, serpents, and trees,
birds, fish, all that people the waters, earth, or air, be
propitiated by the water I have presented to them. It
is given by me for the alleviation of the pains of those
who are suffering in hell. May those who are my
kindred, and who are not my kindred, and who were
my relations in a former life, all who desire libations
from me, receive satisfaction from this water. May
this water and sesamum relieve the hunger and thirst
of all who are suffering from those inflictions where-
soever they may be." After making an offering to the
gods in general, he is then to cast a few grains of rice
broadcast on a clean place, for the good of creation at
large.

Before commencing his meal, he must wait in ex-
pectation of a guest's arrival; for " he who feeds himself
and neglects the poor and friendless stranger, in want
of hospitality, goes to hell." - And he must treat his
guest well, for if he depart unsatisfied and go elsewhere
to obtain more food, he transfers his sins to the man
whose house he leaves, and at the same time robs him
of the merit he may have laid up in heaven. Brahma
himself is present in every guest, and he it is who
partakes of the food that is given. Next he must see
that any married woman in his house, any who are ill,
aged, and very young, are fed, and then he can partake
of his food; but the severest punishment is threatened